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(n the Herald of Sunday, the nth of December,
there was published a historic review of the past
growth of our city, and in full consideration of the
prospective chances in tho current of the world's
trade, wrought by scieutilie and mechanical Im¬
provements, the Immense advantages of New Yo*k as
r central point were referred to. That these all tend
to make our city one of the greatest on the globe and
the commanding centre of commerce no one enn or

will deny. Tho great mass of our mercantile popu¬
lation intuitively feel it. The palatial storehouses
building on evory side of us, changing the physiog¬
nomy of whole streets and avenues, are evident
proolh of this feeling. New York is gotting ready to

house the products of the Industry of all nations;
preparing fitting places of deposit for the wealth
of the world.
Though much, very much indeed, Is dono to tills

end, It is far from being enough. What the liber-
nlity and far-sighted policy of Individual citizens can

accomplish is being gradually achieved. Hut there
are other measures of improvement, not exactly be¬
yond tho means or scope of individuals, but on ac¬

count of their more national than local character,
Justly within the province of our national authori¬
ties. others again, of equal and almost supreme
necessity, are, owing to our form ofgovernment, the
duty of our municipal corporation to provide. Among
these !a«t is a system of piers and wharves, at ouce

a help to commerce and an adornment to the city.
Tho present rotten structures of decaying piles are
nut only a disgrace to our clly but a hindrance
to trade, obstructing its legitimate proportion or
increase. It not being the purpose of this article to
enter at lurgc into this subject of appropriate docks
and wharves for our harbor, the mere reference to it
is considered sufficient. Another measure of im¬
provement, eminently necessary, and coming within
the jurisdiction of the national government, is the
removal of the obstructions in the Hell Gate chan-
ueL

TIIE IMPORTANCE OK THE WORK.
To clear the approaches to New York harbor by

way of long Island Sound from all obstructions, so
that vessels of all grades may pass without danger,
Is in more than one sense a work of national impor¬
tance. New York is tlie centre of our international
commerce. The whole country is equally interested
with our own immediate population in tho easy ac¬

cessibility of the port of New York for the ships of
the world. But even leaving out of view for the
present this more extended general aspect, all
will conccdo that navigation or the Sound is
intimately connected with the coas ing trade of all
the New England States. A few authentic facts suf¬
fice to prove this. From the 1st of August to the
1st day of December there have passed through ltell
Gate no leas than 10,403 vessels, of all classes. Of
these there were 2,414 steamers, 8 ships, 22 harks.
4A brigs, n,859 schooners and 4,04't sloops. An
estimate, believed to be rather under (ban above Hie
actual figures, fixes the value of this floating pro-
pei ty at ., .A920 ooo. or a da I! v average of Jo, i u ooo

.oIi61?111 °v- w"'chi8 divided among thousands'

.1'W:lc from New \ or* to Maine. But this is only
^ ,I'e ve-,3«lH- with a combined tonui-ge

; ^ "r u "all> average of 16,557 tons.
The roads over which Hi- marine trade of sly ytafs
busses dally. In such a volume this, are mosi cor-
ta u.y of more than local importance.
,.f .TV,10,1-.- the "mount of freight transported by way

Men Gate by glimmers alone averara*
per day, Increased by about yl.000.000 more carried

r®#- U,us giving a grand total in th.-
value of freight and oi tic: stups carrying it of over
tio.ooe,ooo dally exposed to the dangers of the r,.ck»
aud reefs of this narrow passhge. Moreover, from
the register of the steamers and from oiher rellab e
sources it has been ascertained that the paSw
Traffic on the Sound to and from New York averaged
during tliefour months from August to December
7,ai2 persons daily, exclusive of me officers.and
rrews of the vessels, which will increase the toiai
ilany average to about I2,too persons.
but this is not alL The sailing distance from Ku-

fi'*1' V'., T OFv 13 ,,y ''"y miles shorter than
through the Narrows. And not only mis. bti* about
jno indes of outside exposure would be saved. Were
the obstructions at Hell date removed the 'ar-rest
passenger steamers Hfloat could enter our port by
tue hound one day earlier than now. a raving in
wear aud tear and m lue! that would soon tiiak * it-

of freUh
" tUe C°Hl °f ,,ab> ,lge uuU °r transportation

rtid another consideration to be taken into view Is
the naval defence of nor harbor and coast inca eof
war. This consideration is chiefly drawn from onr
pnu llcni experience in our pi^t wars with England
w he re the euooty ravaged tho shores of Ixung Island'
. oiind and proved upon our domestic commerce

''V Lieutenant t. Iiarles H.'
Davis, of the 1 titled Mates Navy, in fits report to
tiu* oupeiiutcuiit'Ot of rite COviii Purvey, (luted Feb-
runry 16, lsts. in which he savs:.. --^aie me ins of
resisting and prevei:« ur uch I ostHLies intut be
drat, u omefi., from New York: and if the nellUampa.
sage l>e male sjcute. n .(only our largest men-af-wa
but our steambi ais of a superior cia>. wliirti on
such occas.ons Would be armed for the purpose or
defi-noe, would he at once enable l n> ha.stcnto the

! rttmurcr- / * * Uurn* I he w ar w ith

r^- ,.r r ? V,r w-ere blockaded in the
tuuborof Now York, which could not inVe lieen tho

Cl^a Dsi®passage uud l»een open, t'o i-
tuodore Decatur vei tired to carry hm squadron
through, bui with such rlHk that die attempt with
a legato was only made once afterwards. uotwilb-
staui'iug the constantly recurring tic saitv me
removal, therefore, of the ot»itru<'Ion* to the safe
navigation of Hell Ga'e is recommended bv a regard to

-uturt naval defcucea oi the country." And lire-
tenant i uvid D. Porter, who in our .ate war has
won 'or himself lmpertshiible fame Us th« com-
Birhder of tne MNs'ss.ppi riotil ioi gnubonts. In H
report modi by lilm to t rule--or Hsr i.e on tne :joth of
October, 1848. upon the yanio subject, fatly conflrras
llu a.atcmcnis of Lieutenant lknu by ieinaraing,~
"lt was my Intention to have made von a full rc port
on the subject, but a copy of the report of Uctiten-
ant Charles 11. Davis on Hell Gale w as sent to me to-
day. and I find it so rull and correct tn all It* details
taat l cotiiu say but little more without Incurring
the rlntrgoof plagiarism: in fact, ths opinions e.x-
prcssed by Lteuiem nt Davis coincide with those 1
had formed prcviott-' to renting his report." It is
scan eiy possible to ssy anything to add to the weight
carr 'iw'w'uh1 oi *uch eiatueiit naval ofilvfrs

», a,n.°n"!r consideration to be touched
lo show tue full Imp >r(aiu-e of this work. This con¬
sideration Is based upon the prospective growth of
Uie commerce of our ntr. v« we craiime.1 r-V,
room foi- COtninm^.aniuipy., t VNou$3f malu
MdoiU/ oatTiTJSr H, rtlffne Intercom

" "imS?
world ta through the Narrow and tho Lower Hay the
commercial centre of th... itv is Isslow t anal sth-V
towards toe Biliary. The natural «hap? orlhli
lower portion oi Manhattan liffab.l, Its narrow ex-
tent from shore to snore, neccs.- tisir. overerowdin"
t o where you nixy lu this portion of the < iy duHnit
tae buelncse hours of the day aud you w til :>e made
sensibly conscious of this fact. Innumerable diaui
sad csrts itnd trucks block up the sti..-, 4
m cve-y coruer at every hour of the ,'jav
ard interfere with the »f< cdy transs-tion of boat,
ptss. 1 he space allotted by nature for nn luimetn,
Made Is n.ready foo small. Even now New wf

'l'"e their « <».|s m other c iles from iiere
to 1 hdwielpbta for want of room In this city. Th»
H^sof nnn mid increased expenditure censoouent
upon t its overcrowding result; In diminish, d profi.a
fir e.se In » n tanced prices.eiiher one calculated to
chock tmterprHe. Another cousequenv Is the Ira
mense lo . of valQable llmeconsiincc br merchants
»' V"!, .tarors and all their em; loyf-s to reach tiir-.r
-....I'T l''acw *ofr-' b fro- 1 thelt boi* s In tiie
«¦ ntrol and northern pari of the islun I: aud as "time.
K iaobey. this htee H undoubtedly couaidcrablo lu
eve, 7 r.sp ta one n-ay view It.
07 '.t at/ Ken Gate pavsage this pr «<o<re of

a.., nr ' w"u!'1 "or-" he mntcrlallv relieved,

s in hu'' .t'"ra, jested, and it vr« even

tunc 0 ,1 u "irl ;'te * istature at Aiuati. some

'of the two m' ." ni'dUeU tho dun.uitng up
laud iuci r"t C *I,M' .n'1 ,rr:,nr Bleckwoll's 14.
Lultt^uuini .';' ,D the region of lieJi Gate rooks

From iibon oKil of 0 ¦,l'1 < 9"al or channel
K'X ' ;no«'h M-wtown rn ck to the neigh-
SWA we. 5r^'- 8,1,1 11frtc whole of

d ind remm rnn ,Ui t canal and the

citr for bu-ine^ I'*" UlC -l|,li t0 tl,e

'ban imh"» il »
mi11 ,| J- Th'* THlottary

Ctc't i« iaii.ii » I " r" "r tnwglnutlve
power, is entirely abortive, 'U.c t wnm.i i-.v,.
« vti rl» s mill, on to tarry ton' *,-t. ,1^.11,
at mosi would sn.Uce u. g- vVus '.T, I V
l.tore fca.siM« natural taunei bjr ,..,, ,,h_ J?i?
s rc tb.es at lioil «.a .Untn'y V,"'* !
fis'sof Long Is' tnd ever tou.d i«- An A ,

t us na'nrai ch-.t nel tltor» »li.-i .

ciiiiiri' t j of f.ew York may rf d t r,,,

I n rite. tYi. li till .
'

.

'

tut a. y yca.-sbefor m. lo ,v,' .1",'
ti-e fry wo ib me mote tc t a" j .

It' .-d, b ne .0 i. rc being o,ib »um
II"-.a v. ,ui. t»eas 1,.any a*otr cvtoi nr.: », 1',, ;

fjTH""- 11 'd: wl 1.
Lurvi roti 'I wcoidp id.mIIzc i on t.* j « ; ;i,;

owing to the accessibility to the means of transpor¬
tation. may eventually cover lite whole water lront
lo Harlem river. The Western «ud l'uclflc trado
would centre uround the luleta of the great trunic
railroads to the Watt, and the Southern trade would
soon accommodate Itaelf likewise. In view of these
rebuild, not only possible or probable, but poiuted
ou as sure to come by the uaturui laws of trade, the
luijjortance of this work of clearing Helt Gate chan-
nei and making it an unolmirueuxl passage for
vessels of all grades cannot be over estimated.

WHAT 11A8 BKKM DONK.
Hell Gate to-day presents quite a different appear¬

ance Irom what It did years ago. It is no longer the
whirlpool, with its foaming rddies and violent agita¬
tions of watera, thrilling descriptions of which Ken-
nimore Cooper has given lis In bin "Red Rover and
the "Water Witch." It is not so dangerous now to
navigation as It was In ycurs gone by, Rut that is
not Is due not ao much to the government as to the
liberality and munificence of private citizens. And
It will probably bo ot interest to the reader to know
what has been done aud how It was doue, aud
hence a short account of It la here Inserted.
The flrst movement towards clearing this passage

of the dangerous rocks originated with the merchants
of New fork tu 1846, aud a numerously signed peti¬
tion, led by David Hall, was presented to Con¬
gress asking for an appropriation to remove these
obstructions. This petition, however, had no effect,
aud nothing was doue until the reorganization of the
Coast Survey office, under the efficient superintend¬
ence of ['releasor A. I>. Daclic. who, in 1847, deputed
Lieutenant Charles II. Davis, United States Navy, an
assistant attached to the Coast Survey bureau, to
make a thorough examination and survey of Hell
Gate. Lieutenant Davis was occupied in this work
for ino months, aud ou the 15th of February, 1848,
he mudc his report already referred to above.
As tli.s report and the subsequent one of
Lieutenant David I). Purler give a complete
description of Ileli Gale as it was then, and that a
full understanding may lie had of the amount of
work smce accomplished, portions are here quoted.
Lieutenant Davis says:."Ol the sailing vesseis that
enter Hie Hell tiate passage It Is estimated that oue
in fifty sustains more or less injury by being forced
by the violence of the currents on the rocks or
suoals; uud the accident to the Oregon, which neurly
proved lutul to her passengers, shows thai even
stcmnbouts, with a motive power that keeps theiu
under perfect control aud guided by the most expe¬
rienced pilots, are not secure from peril, .such an
improvement in tho channels of Hell Gate as would
render them uaviguble to vessels of all classes
umter common circumstances would supply to
the commerce or Now York a new outlet
lo the sea.one in a different direction from the har¬
bor channels, ami available when those are tempora¬
rily closed by adverse winds or other causes.aud
would Uierolorc bo a permanent and valuable re¬
source both for those vessels outward bound aud for
those reluming home." Speaking, then, of the ne¬
cessity of this improvement to increase tue
laclllues of our naval defence already quoted,
llie lleuteuaut proceeds:."The dangers in
luis channel arise from tlio great strength
of the current and the number and position of the
rocks and reels. The Strength of the current Is such
that sailing vessels can only stem its force or escape
from U by u commanding breeze; but as tue main
course of the flood tide keeps i lie middle of the east¬
ern channel it Is most secure for vessels coming from
the westward, with the tide, to place themselves in
the centre of the stream, and follow Us direction.
Tuey are thus carried through tn safety. This plan,
however, Is inadmissible for any but small vessels,
on account of two rocks, the 'Pot' and the 'Frying
Pan,' which lie In or very near the mid channel, being
in tae way both going to the eastward and westward,
and having but little waterou them at low tide. There
is also a reel called 'Way's reef,' which lies in tue ,
course followed by the steamboats principally when
coming from the eastward uguiust a strong flood.
It Is their custom to keep close around Pot Cove and
run up under iiallet's Point; by so doing they avoid
the strength ot the flood. In tula part tliey find an
eddy current In their favor, Liu in the ebb the
greatest dauger arises from the divergence of the cur¬
rent at a point marked A on the sketch.(a point about
halfway between Ward's Islauu and llaliclt's Point).
where flic ebb tide branches off into three directions
to lake the course of the three channels.the main
south channel, the middle channel and the eastern
channel. The safe navigation depends here upon
deciding sufficiently soon uf the poiut of separation
wnieh channel shall be taken: and the neglect to do
this, or a loss of control over the vessel lor any rea¬
son. frequently results In being carried on the
'Gridiron.' When a vessel that has attempted the
eastern channel flnds herseir carried towards the
.Gridiron,' her only chance for safety is to run for
the niiuoie clislinel, which Is narrow ami made pre¬
carious by the middle reef, the outer rock bf which
is the -Negro Heud.' The 'Grldlrou" Is,
owing to the strong set of tide on It, the
most dangerous reel in the passage. The reef
known as the -Dread and Cheese,'on tne eastern end
of iliac-, well's Island, is also very dangerous. Ves-

I sels are liable to go on It on the flood, when it is
covered, by getting into the eddy ueur It, with it light
wind. The chlel danger is on the chb and from the
same cause as thai which makes the -Gridiron'
dangerous./.the strong set of tide in that direc¬
tion." Tlus report was seut to the House of Repre¬
sentatives by Professor Buchc, and ordered to be
prliit<-d on the 14tii of March, l«4i, and a copy of It
was also communicated to the New York Chamber
ol commerce. This body took a deep intoresi In ilit*
matter and in the course uf the same month It
adopted an address to the Committee on Naval
Allans of tne House, earnestly asking that the plun
pro MMgd by UNtnut Davis for clearing Hell Gate
pas-age of lis obstructions be adopted.

All that was done in the niatu-r. however, was
that the Coast Survey office sent Lieutenant I). D.
Porter to resurvev Hell Gate in the summer of lstv.
This officer made Ins report in October of that year,
detailing the obstructions more uiluuiely than
Liciiti.nant Davis, a* follows:."The flrst lu order,
aud the principal obstruction In Hell Gate, Is'Pot
hock,'o ) which I found eight feet of water at the
lowest tides. At half tide Hie depth of water
dots no: increase on Pot Hock,' as ihere Is at least
a fad of four feel, and i v<draw lug over eight
feet muet striae upon it. A full ra ged brig struck it
three days since, uud went dow n with a valuable
cargo o.i board. Tins obstruction once removed,llelT Gate would be less daugerou by one half,
aud the edd ew, winch are now the cause of
half of the duiteuiUes, would, :n a measure, disap¬
pear. there is a dangerous rock called -Laid
Headed Hilly,* fifteen yards from llatter's dock,
which is dry at low water, and -brli gs up'a num¬
ber of vc.s*ls at high water. Three vessels struck
at Has rock while I wm at Hell Gate; one was got
off with much difficulty, another losi bowsprit,
anchors and chains. Opposite Kilbb'a Point,' Znd
witnln fifty yards of Luc swell's Is.uud. is tt i.uge
rock which 1 have called 'Blaekwell Rock.' 1 he
current seis directly upon it with the flood lid
and it I* a most dangerous obstruction. It Is six
feet out of water at low tide, and could be removed
at siiu'.l expense, n.e 'Frying Pan' rock is a ledge
rui.nim north ami soutu, and is n part of tue chain
of rocks which mas from 'Hog s Duck' to Mallei's
Poin.. Tins rock removed, vessels would always
drift through Hie main ship channel. The difficulties
of removing It would be much greater than any other
lock In the gate, as It l« so dlmcult to hit upon it.
Then; is a muaii rock, tlmngfca very dangerous one,
to the southward of Woolsev's Rain li< iise. It ex¬
tend* about fitly yards ont into the cha met an I .a
connected to the shore hue at low water lu a place
w here the interests of so many are at siak j the want
of alienuon to the navigation of Hell Gate appears
like ca pable neglect. No one cau form an idea of
tin- nu uber of vessels that go on shore during the
course of a month; eighteen went on shore during
the period 1 wm occupied there (two months) mm
many if them were very much injured. I am con¬
vinced that if proper measures were lakeu to pro-
tq. t the commercial Interests of (Ids great city. »y
blasting Hie rocks mentioned above, ami docking us
proposed by Lieutenant Davis, not one vessel would
be lost lu five years."
Thus earnestly spoke Lieutenant (now r.cg.-

Adinirai) Porter in 181*. and though ilea used another
appeal to the federal government by the Raw Yotk
Hoard of I'ntlerwjJiers in IMj all that w as done was: - ¦..v......via m mi I,,,,, r, ,u, utme was

"''O'l'ffi Of Lieutenant Alexander Wooduull, of
tae Nav^v 4uo an as'lttunt of tue Coast Survey, to
ruasc another llih-ey In tn? Piinthier of that year of
Rim Hell Gate and Harlem river, and he also made
j extended report. Thus three years had passed,
iree surveys were made, then reports received, and
itliLig was yet done to remove an lucli of tho rocks;
it Lieutenant Woodholi was not satlsiled with a
niton report alone. He alsd pVpaftd a i.imlcl-in

Lull# Hell Gate and Harlem river, and he also made
au extended report. Thus three years had passed,
three surveys were made, then report* received, and
UOthl ' ¦* *-| * |
hut ]
writtc.. ¦ ¦ .... ... i,i, |. U|.n,V*¦ . liimivi-III

papier maChe.of the whole of Hell Gate, from Pot
Rock to below the Negro Head an I from shore, from
actual measurement, which model Is now at Wash¬
ington, probably forgotten In some musty corner.

AlKiul this time the merchants of New York began
to move with greater activity m the matter. Mr.
Fiben Mer«am. Mr. Walter R. .lones, President of tho
how doK Life .Saving Benevolent .\«»o. istlon, and
Joseph Walker, of the Society of I'lieri le, Inleie-teff
themselves personally. Memorials aud petitions
asking foi gp appropriation poured in iqion row.res?
lu December, l84i, and "tieinj t int deists a tended
Uk-in,iking of an appropriation by coogress" Mr.
Ileory i nnnell came forward voluntarily and sub
set r i $0,000 towards a fund for Hie rem >vsi of the
obstructions, l ins, however, was uot done nntu the
'join o, Match, isal d ue cause for it was that Vfr. II.
Msllh 'erf, u ITench engineer, had ever stuce Goto-
oci, is4«. urged tht feasibility of clearing Hi" channel
by Ins new tne .od of submarine bla«(ing with¬
out drilling, in ii the Mtiperiucuaibeut volume
of water for a fulcrum, and consequent!* dol ig
the wm k at iriuca less expense. If in offer « a > iiuu
he would remove the three most dangerous rocks.
Vot Dock, Frying Pan and Way's lleti. lor flft,/>oo
<m tli" .4ta of >i v. this proposition and the
offer of Mr. Grluuell were submitted 'o the oiaii-
ber of Commerce, and bring con:-l Icred very lilier.il
and fc.islble. Messrs. llcury Grinned, Walter II.
Jon-s, Charles If. Marshall, Joseph Walker and Mor'i-
ni'i* Livuig'ton were appelated a coiuutlUM to
aclotd such mearar -a as they deemed necessary.to
secure the desired object. On the istli of June, 1661,
unotner iue'-iihg whs livid at the Merchants' Hank,
nt u i it-li Mr. .lame* G. King presided, then a inenH
her of congress from New lork, and tno proposi¬
tions ol Mr. Malliefert forniallv accepted and their
execut on placed In the hands of a committee, of
Which Walter K. Jouc* h ah made chairman.

I'n ..er this nrrangcri, nt I lie blastmg w.is coin-
men d by Messrs. B. Malliefert and W. Kaaslolt
itli n siibmnnue enwneer in tins city, n terwards
Danish < Incge d'Affairn* rt Washington *nd now
Minister of War at Copenhagen), ou the Lob of Au-
gust, 1851, on Pot Rock, and work was contlnin d
from time to tine, as he w.is in fundi. An Interr n-
tion occurred on ths 36th of March, l"vj, i,y the k c-
mai ire rxplo*lon of a charge a.* It wa* being lo
end down, which lievereiv injured Mr. Maulcrert
nnd klllr i three of hi* o»*l*ta'iis. A snhseuue.il
appropriation by <' ngre*.* .* $.;o . *i pa,.«ed Aegu-d
SI, ISAJ, in nil of the work, enai> ed It to prdceed.
on I when l'at apprnprlatlnn was exhausted the

II uorkatopj d, and It lies today as li >, u then felt
oi. In th fal< of lAAf. While tin* was j cmrr »*r.ir.
be i wiilio leutenaut Wushluyo i v. purtio" oft

1 navj, aras dctailf i ei -uv Coiai tei<.<./gilco, ami

subsequently Major Frazer was sent by Colenel
Abort, of the Kngincer Department, to superintend it.
From I lie official reports of tliese officers auU from
articles that appeared from tune to time, as this
work was being doue lu //"id's MetvharUe' Matiaztnc
a full knowledge of the results 01' these labors Is
gathered.
From Fot Itock there have been removed 1,887

cubic yards of rucks (gneiss), and the depth of water,
which was only eight feet at mean low tide, was in¬
creased to twenty and oue-haif feet, so that Lieute¬
nant ttartlett, lu Ins report to Professor Duehe, made
in December4,1861. when the depth of water was ouly
eighteen feet, could say:."Vessels drawing sixteen
feet water can passover it with impunity, and any
frigate in the navy can do bo at high water; sucoud,
the Increased facility for the passage of the rapid
current of the flood tide over the top of Fot Rock
prevents that high and violent ebullition of water
which formerly existed, to the iinuuiieut danger of
all small vessels (though they might not hit tho rock
itself) which were thrown witlun its influence, while
it prevents that rapid eddy, a return current, which
formerly existed, and which threw all boats or small
craft which once entered it into the very centre of
the 'Fot' and then engulfed thein." And on ihe 20th
of January, 1852, the same officer reports nineteen
feet of water over Fot Rock, and says that "if means
could lie obtained for deepening the water on Hal-
lot's Point, the Frying Fan aud Way's Reef, Hell
Date could be made the best channel luto New York."
As stated, when the work stopped, by the exhaustion
of rutids, there were twenty and a half leet of water
over Fot Rock, equivalent to twenty-six and a hall
feet at high water.
Way's lteof was reduced by 895 cubic yards. In¬

creasing the depth of water from live to fourteen
and a half feet at mean low tine.equivalent to
twenty and u half feet at mean high water. From
Frying Pan 841 cubic yards of rock were removed,
and the depth of water increased from nine feet to
eighteen uud a half feet at mean low tide, and
twenty-four and a half feet st mean high water.
Shell Drake lteer was lowered from eight and a half
feet ol water to seventeen and a half feet, or twemy-
threo and a halffeet at mean high tide. Bald Headed
Billy was removed entirely, also Holt's Docks ami
Opposition Dock. "The uppcarance of Hell Date,"
says an article in Hunt's Merchants' Magazine for
September, 1852, "is greatly changed and tho terri¬
ble whirlpool called the 'Fot' Is not to be louud
any more."

WHAT 11A3 HKEN l>ONB HINCB.
The condition of Hell Gate is now, as already

stated, the same as it was when the work of blam¬
ing and removing the obstructions ceased iu the lall
of 1852. Numerous have been tho applications to
Congress, and also or repeated surveys under the
directions of the Coast Survey Office, but neither the
sounding lead and notebooks of the surveying en¬
gineers, nor the petitions and memorials to Con¬
gress, nor resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce
uud Hoard of Underwriters have removed a cubic
inch of rock, it appears that In this as In
so many other matters the department at
Washington have takeu Dickens' '-circumlocution
office" for itieu- model, and study Intensely "how
not to do it." One of tho great hindrances to effl-
ciency is the constant change or officers. Hardly
ha< an officer of the uavy or the engineer corps
conducted a survey of tho channel and acquired
Homo personal knowledge of ilic situation when lie
is detailed to other duty, anew inun is sent here, and
lie lias to begin anew, ah oco, to inform blmself; and
when he lias got so fur as to be able to usefully apply
his information lie niso is sent elsewhere, and again
a new nuiit is substituted iu his place.
Hut Congress did wake up at its last ses¬

sion to the great national importance of the
subject under consideration. Whether the great
number of memorials and petitions or any
other reason influenced the members of the House,
It is ol no cotisequenoe in this general review. On
the aotli of lone, lset, the House or Representatives
passcfl a bill which, being entitled "A dill malting
appropriations for repair, preservation and comple¬
tion of certain public works aud for other purposes,"
appropriated on its sixth page and lOiith and lioth
lines -for removing obstructions in Fast river, includ¬
ing liell Gale, |aoo,ouo." To the bill Itself, when it was
up for consideration lu the House, there was some
objection, but none to this approprialion; even the
"Bulldog ot the Treasury," in his niiiiorliy report,recommended -the same amount to be appropriated
Tor the clearing of the Fast river channel. Tile bill
failed In the SeAato. But the House was not to be
Dmked in this way, and in the Deficiency bill, which
was approved on July 25,18tis, a committee of con-
fereucc between the two houses lia\ ing l>een at work
at it, the following section was passed:.
For the repair, presorTiiti'in, extension anil completion of

coit»lti public wnras on rlvcre unil haroors, lo be expended
under the direction of (be Secretary of War, i#I JhiQ,title; pro¬vided that *aid expenditure* shall not be applied to any work*
not mentioned lu ilie bill "making appropi billons for repair*,
priaervatlou and completion of certain public works, and
lor other purpose*," wnlch passed the House of Representa¬
tive* June 8b, ISlSj.

It was thus intimated that In both houses of
Cougres* the sum of gj.io.oou was Intended for the
removal of tne obstruction* in the Fast river. But
for some reason "or other" the Secretary of War
uiauc a different disposition of the funds placed ill
his hands, uud Instead of the sum allowed ue as¬
signed only $h."i,ooo.

i Ins amount is uow almost exhausted. General
John Newlon, who has been placed in charge ol the
w ork, found It necessary to make n :w surveys aud
also to make experiments in drilling, and the whole
amount he asks now to make the channel the best
approach to New York is only about $g,»xj3,ooo.
Whether this or any other sum will do it let Congress
appropriate It. Tuo commerce of New York de¬
mands It. bcven-lcuths of the customs revenue
of the whole couuiry Is collected here, and tills
city will be the converging point of the trade of tti«-
world. Whatever is dune ior New York ami Its har¬
bor is done for the whole country.

Tit It I'KKSKNT 0ANOKK.S OK IIKI.I. OATIC.
Mnch has been done to lessen tho dangers of Hell

Gate. Much remains to be done to make Hie pas¬
sage secure to vessels of all grades. Mr. I. H. Upton,
.secretary of tue American Shipmasters' Association,
says that while no losses are reported as occurringoii the rucks already mi ned, on other portions of
Hell Gam disasters are frequent, "Involving loss to
an amount sufficient to prove mat the perils atrend¬
ing navigation at timt point are not wholly re
moved."
Tuai Hits statement of Captain Upton is true

everv one kiiows who is acquainted with the pecu¬
liarities of the navigation at Hell Gate. And, know¬
ing it. and knowing the linDonanoe of ll*e channel
in every view one nay take of ti.anowing the dani-
a-.o resulting almost dally, tuc amount of capital
floating on t. e chunucl and tho results expected
from its being cleared, ft is quite astonishing that
Congi !-s hur- done so little.

lit whatever pic.ins the channel tnav lie cleared
th> clearing or It Is ol supreme importance. Prn ate
interests ami ..idlviduai luoiites suouid gi\e way to
the great end in view.

If it cannot "c done in any other manner, If llie
"bulldogs of the t reasury" are too caretui for little
drippings to ooze out of Uncle haul's strongbox,
let tome of otu representatives in congress attach it
to some nig jou, in which all are interested, tiko the
Mugar;1 cmui Jolt, and thus they may do sonic good
even wtillo enriching lobbyists.

A S:CQ;n COiirlAu.iATON 3N THE ROUTE OF SHEiiMWi
¦A'.CH.

I)i<a»:nini> Fire, with I,ohm #f Idle, ut t'oluai-
bia, H. C.

{From the Colombia (S. o.) Phonix. Dec. !&.]Moxhav. iKf. u-<> \. m.
Tlii* morning about two o'clock tire was diHoov¬

ered in Mr. ctendiidng's restaurant, on Taylor street,
rear <»f Oregg'a nail, which In a shirt time communi¬
cated to the main building. and in a row minute* the
entire structure urn* wrapped in flames. The Ore
had obtained such headway before the itlurui was
given tliat tho firemen were unable to save
the building, and, mournful to refute, not
without a tirriido loss of life and limb. A
squad from the ludependcui Fire Company,assisted i»jr several citizens, were endeavoring
to set n stream In the rear of the burning building,when the south wall of Weam St Di e'* picture gal-
lery fell, completely crush.ng the life out of two of
the ruc.i And severely, it not fatally, Injuring several
6tbers. The following is ajlstof the casualties:.
Killed.D. A. ( arriugton, Frazee X, Squer. .se¬
verely wounded.F. B. Beckham. 1(,T broken and
badly cut in head and bodr; Charles f. Itvau, com¬
pound fracture of left let? and cut and bruised in
body; Richard Totif, right leg dislocated and se¬
verely cnt in hen l and body. Slightly Injured.W,
K. Evans, cut in head; James Smythey bruised In
head ftnd body; Charm Hock, leg Injured; F. L.
McKenzte, abrasion of legs. There were several
others who received contusions, wialh a l&rge num.
bei narrowly escaped.
The property doslrdyed, ifiiown *9 Or&gg's rrall,tilocated on the aouttiwcat corner of Rtc.iardson

and J'aylor streets.ihe old i onuuerclut Hank cor¬
ner. It was erected by Messrs. Thoma- and Walter
tlregg about a yeir ago. anil consisted of a three
story front wlti two and me atory addition" m the
reir. aud was occupied as follows:.First floor,
front.Thomas E. (Iregg .V Co., onipkery e- abimh-
ni- nt; Uregg. Faiuier * Cj., brokers. It"ar.Mr.
.'aiue* tl'didi ilng, restaurant, second Story, ir ,-it .
nr. T. T. Moore, dentistry: rear.Mes-i". v, n
A Hix, pilot ograph gallery. Third
fJregg's Flail. Mcs-rs. t.ivgg A Co. si
tiooks and papers, >nd a small portion of *;
they had an Insurance of lin.o rj.In '' »s .. m's,
Home and another company.Slu.oOO on ili in cd.ng
and flo.ooo on ti e sloes; their actual lo* ¦' »¦,. in.
siiraic" is estimate I at ?i j.oou. Dr. Moore's io«. is
cstiiuutel at A i.. o c Uninsured. .Messrs. Wo rn .t
Hix hut their entirestock, valued at $8,000, mui were
lusnrcd - ,o 'mii Me North American, Now li rk. vir.
clt-n iming wastn«urertfor99.00). Thowonni inn u
Were pi juiptly cared for, onr citlllacns Vfcun, wi >, one
anollier In oTtioi hospitality. Mr. TOter waso,,-.
rled to ilie house of his brotneMn-IUW, Mr. .1 li c.
Ilia and was hi ten i in by Div, 'rroaevanl. ..mi <

and i vnch. .Mtho srii severely nnd pnHithm in-
Jured, he Is doing v >n well. Mr. Ryan was enrrted
to the residence o: "ir. If. N. Mcflowau, ami Dr. W.
I*. itbiger at once tendered ut» services nn n,j.|e
the broken limbed m vn comfortable. His rigtu. h -? u
badly crushed and he received other Injuries «r a
seriou.i na'ure. After a lew hours ne wn.s arefully
n moved to his home. Mr. lieckhant'S rabt leg was
hndiy fractured iwtiow the Knee, IiIh back injured an I
he received several terrible cut- and bruises, lie ,«
attended by firs. H. IV. Tailor, \. ,V. TaltCv and
Join itarby, at the residence of lus uncle, William
UU/.e.

AMIRST <jr a MfBOKBRB..ftnfus vv. Morrow, the
man who shot an I hilled Dr. Chea haul a few tnonths
a r<> In Fodd county, noaf Klktoo, ws« captured
about one week ago and by orilf r or the Jttdg* of the
'10 Id < l'cult , u t, brougut ;o our jail for sa.e k<* .,».
tug until hi t ial takes place. Aii o il grudge had
existed betwe n tlt< parties and Morrow so i>r.
(Tieathniii r ,j killed hhfi »ie o": ¦»?, after whl<\. no
uouiitad a hoi*? and lundc Uui escape, .Aonutcfffe
Dvmogntf, U a 1

EUROPE.
.

The letters which wc publish to-day from our

special correspondents In several or ttie European
capitals will be found to contain a variety of infor¬
mation on the prominent topics of Interest In the
couutrios from which they are dated.

AUSTRIA.

Political Condition of the Uanabinn PrlncU
politic*.Baron Beust on Kosteru Annexa¬
tion.Speech of the King of Hungary.Army
ami Navy Estimates.Organized Emigration
to the United States.

. . ,Q..Vienna, Dec. 2, 1808.
The Danubian Principalities are one of the inflam¬

matory and incendiary spots on the European Conti¬
nent. Their political condition is a source of per¬
petual anxiety to the statesmen of the Austro-Hun-
Bsrian empire. The resignation of the Bratlano
ministry and the formation of a conservative and
peace loving Cabinet give some satisfaction here,
because the change Is universally attributed to Prus¬
sian influence, and it is seen with pleasure here that
Prussia has beguu to pursue on the lower Danube a

policy which is favorable to lettlug things remain as

they are In the Turkish empire and In harmony with
the policy pursued In common by Austria, Hungary,
France and Great Britain. But the satisfaction felt
here at the ministerial crislstn Bucharest is qualified
by Hie consideration that Bratlano has still on his
sitle a minority in both houses of ilie Legislature und
trie popular feeling, and Inasmuch as Prince diaries
will not dissolve the Chambers (and If he did it is
probable that the same members would be returned)[lie party of peace and conservatism are as yet by
no means - out of ihe wood."

\ joint interpellation, signed by several of the
members of the Hungarian delegation, was on the
»4»li nit. iiddrcsscd to liaron Beust In reference
to the imperial government s relations with the cou-
niaiiian governinent, and the answer was delivered
by the Miniatures Hungarian mouthpiece (Baron
Orczy) on the -6th. The question rau as lollows:
"Whereas the government of the Danubian Princi¬

palities, pretexting that the Austro-Hungarian mon¬
archy is cherishing plans or annexation as regards
the east of Europe, Is constantly collecting arms and
at the same time, In lis official newspapers and
through its organs generally, Is doing its best to lu-
smre a feoluig of haired uuaiusl our monarchy, we
respectfully ask tiie Minister for Foreign Atralrs
whether auy and what steps have been taken to
make t he influence of our State felt with a desire to
restrain those excesses and movements which
threaten the existing peace and are doubly incon¬
sistent with 'he position of the Danubian Principali¬
ties us guai .utecd by treaties, and what attitude
generally docs the Minister intend to take up in cer¬
tain possible eventualities?"
The answer of Baron Beust to this question was in

U^fs^rega "is the position which the Minister for
Foreign At airs takes up towards the Dannbluu Prin¬
cipalities p ought to suffice to say tnat the ministry
in this as in other questions has remained uuulier-
bly true to its leading principle or inaiuiu ning
iricndly re utlous with its neighbors. Tne ministry
Is confldeut that, looking to the true interests of the
Stale uml ever outspokeu principle of lientralt'y, it
has given proofs of the greatest Impartiality ou the
occasion ol all the agitations which have made them¬
selves maniiest of late In the Danubian Principali¬
ties; veil, more.it was even accused of supporting
the armaments of the Dan'iblaa Principalities when
it permitted arms to be Imported there through the
territory of the monarchy. From this fact it 1s Im¬
possible on any pretext to pretend that the Austro-
llungariau monarchy cherishes ihe design ot occu¬
pying or annexing tho said principalities. It
must emphatically declare iu tuo name ot the
ministry that no idea lies further fromtheirthouglits
than that ot conquering the Daunbian Principalities.
The Austrn Hungarian mouarctiy only demands or
these countries that tliey re-qioct tuose treaties
which rorm the basis of their existence as a State.
as regards the armaments and their conse¬

quences It cannot be denied ttiut they have created
a situation which has endangered .the peace and t
quiet of Her ;-e, aud It also cannot be gainsaid that
the conduct of the Inhabitants of those countries
does not coriospon 1 with those conditions ou which
peace can be maintained. The reproach of those
armaments falls especially upon those countries
whose prosperity Is likely to bo ruined by the bur¬
den of tne same. Thereisalsoreasontofearth.it
the said ar laments will exercise a pernicious iniiu-
ence upon me treaty relatlonsiiip between the Dunu-
blauPnncI) allties and Turkey. It follows from ;ueso
premises teat mo imperial ministry and tho govern¬
ments ot ot tier State i us well follow tne movements
tu the said countries with attention. Concerning
tne danger which might ensuu from these arma¬
ment, being now In a position to loos with calinue.-s
meats for t ic monarchy and its interests, the govei n-
ou every eventuality, has uot thought it uccessuiy
to take auy exceptional precautious iu respect
On the 'ifltti the deputies sent by the Croatian Diet

to represent Croatia aud slui'iiiHu in ihe ilua,;ariua
Diet wore received by FruuclsJosepa at men. After
the spokesman of tin: deputation had made a coni-
pitiiieutnry and loval spcccn the King of Hungary
answered as lollow <, in an Improvised speech:.
"To-day is one ot the best of my reign, rue recon¬

ciliation between < ruati.i unci Hungary Is an epochal
event, not only for the two kingdombut also for
the collective mo larcby. His Majesty hopes that
the work so hapt Uy begun will continue to bring
forth good fruit. < 'oncoming the autonomy of Croa¬
tia and Sluvoaia, the de aiiic-. may look lorward to
tho future with jerfect confidence. I wish to see
this autonomy mi-iuuiiued. and the duty of protect¬
ing the same may tie safety contlded to me."
The deputies art rwarns tailed upon Franz Deak

and lnlortnod hi 11 of their adinlratiou lor his public
character and their Intention to join that party la
the Diet which follows his guidance.
The Army and >'avv bill is passing through the

Upper House of lie Relchsraui in the slmpe as it
passed the Lowei House, without the cliuiigo or u
single word. Tne Hungarian Diet h is aim accepted
all themodlflcatlou* made In the bin by the Lower
House of the l'. uclisrutb. in order that tne legislation
ou the subicet of the army and navy may be Identi¬
cal In both halves of the empire. Hits is another
lustahcc of tho truth or the proverb. "Where there's
a will there's a way." The mactitueiy ol leul-.atloti
In Hits UuslUtic empire is unoouitnonly complicated,
but tlie will to make it work cifecUvety and sm lo.hly
is rife ou both sides of tlie LelUiu, a.id Hie way is
found tosat sfj that wish. During the detute in the
Upper llousc of the Keichsratu tne Bitter von
Scliinerllug endeavored to show that. Hie par¬
liamentary adrulaistralions on both sides of Hie
Leithanad beer, more extravagant in then*estimates
than lie had iieou wheu tut was at tue hi itu ol sir.urs.
Minister Ulskra replied to tills poecli by pro ring
ti.at M. vou yctnnerhng was mistaken in ins i. tares,
and that the imperial army, on its present peace reiv¬
ing falls short of the numbers iu scumerlii g i tinie
by ;f6,00umen. He lurthcr slated that with tlieexcep-
tion of I86i» tlie ordinary army and navy estimates in
Anstria never fell short of uo,ooj.ooo norms, and that
the etlorls of the liberal oppos.jon were confined to
cutting down this figure to 8ii.oto.ooo. itiepiesent
government, continued lie, has already succcci.cd iu
doing taat which loriuer governments had declared
to be unattainable.namely. In culling down its nor¬
mal army ami navy budget to the long-y<;arned niter
figure of so,eoo.ooo llormw. This explanation of
Biskra's is au answer uot merely to M. von 8 Inner-
ling, but to tu.it portion of the English press which,
after perusing tue telegram from here which lx»re
upon the Army and Navy bill, disseminated the un¬
founded and totally erroneous idea that Austria and
Hungary were about to keep up a standing army of
^
The facts'whlch govern the rise and fall of the pre¬

mium on Hie precious inctats during the currency or
so-called "invertlblo'' treasury or bank notes Have
not been so mtnntely recorded and analyzed as they
deserved. Here Is a contribution to this branch of
knowledge. On the one nanrt the manufactures. the
Inter iai and external commerce and the revenues
of this empire are progressing at a great rste. N«">'«<¦.
thelcss tlie export trade Is not so largo as It was si
the end of last year, oVlttg to the goo 1harvest Ini w est-
cm Eumpo last tekr.- Tw consenuunoel* thai in spileof the gc i>rH material progress and the prcsemt g:.ow
of Conn euce In the business ahd sjiecu atiug world,
the premium 'n stiver has steadily risen from eleven
per cent, st which tVdlut It stood at the (^0.n|,in. *T
meit oi last July, to seventeen per cent, at with a it
stands nov, with a tendency to rise drther. Imust
not forget tft add that tne volnm-j of the note t ur-
rency rem tins stat onary, tielug neither contracted

UUAn nmsb'rucx paper lnforjn« tho world of an In¬
tended or gat Ized emigration from
8t«i . of virgiula.whether Kastern or vtcso. n does
not appear: Hcrr Von Alpe. burg, of inmbrut k,
is Hie ci.icf promoter of this sc leme. It Is said t'
be use made a very advantsf00"" ^largo extent of land in Virginia, and heproptHWs to
settle therein tils Tyrotese countrymen, ihe dc-
paitur' of th( first company of cni grarts is ap¬
pointed for February noXt.
Vic Admiral I'et*. commander oftu. Anstro

Unrig tun exp dltton to l.a.ic.n Asia, nai i-ie-
grsphe i httlu r that he left Tangl iron tin. .. b ult.,
en i o e mi the laiw of <iood Hope.

PRUSSIA.

The Prussian Diet.The Prncne Treaty
Agnln. liniilsli loyalty. Confiscation of
Kovr.l Filiitan.Slandlng Armies, I tirlnn*h*
and Economy.Torpedoes.Potato I»ls« n«e.
A Titled IMngl .rlsi.Prince S.ilm Sulav's
l>neU.A New .South AfW"«xn lfepublir.

Bum.in, Nov. hO, 1868.
The Lower Chamber is still engaged in the dl.« is-

Hon of I be budget while the Herrenhsus, .- Upper
<'number, enjoys a dol-w fir nU-vt* and count d at
its session the day before yesterd.iT '"dy fortr uie u-

l.ors present. After the close of the preliminary
budget debute.which will probably l»o In a fort¬
night.the work of the committee* b floa, and th n

the liOWor C'tiatnber Is likely w adjourn until nftcr
Christmas, count Bismarck may arrive here wlUiia

j a few dtys, though the resumntlon of tils oaicM
actlr f Is P|*io poetpoaod in i '' rob dh f n

mouth.
1 it may fairly bg c thai

wilted diplomats, not excepting Bismarck or Bo-
nedetll, wlio framed tlie Prague peace treaty had the
slightest presentiment of the trouble likely to ar ise
out of paragraph dye or the stipulations. The ap-
parently innocent section live eayat-' The Emperor
oit Austria assigns to the King of Prussia ail his
rights gained In the Vienna peace treaty of October

1804- 10 th« duchies of Schleawig and Holsteta,
with the condition that if the inhabitants of North
hcuieswig should, by a popular vote, express a wish
to bo united with Denmark, they should be given up
to Denmark."
The vast difficulties already produced by this con¬

ditional bargain are well known to your readers-
indeed, the veriest peace prophets, to whom also be-
ongs your correspondent, have always admitted
that this tender question, Involving as it does the
jealousy of every one ol' the great Powers contain*
more than any other, the germ of a cS fcSun
Prussia tuts touglily held on to Vtaut mi »n i

stiidlousiy protracted a settlement, it happened that
Denmark, uo less, considered prudence the better

.br °!l V dogBU Pnmm V°n Ql}att,le bought fit not to

. ' a,, Public opinion In the Kchleswlg
distill t lias also remained llrm, as shown by the re-
election of the same two representatives to the
l russia Legislature, whose seats had beeu last year

nm Kfi2 £rfe,ted owing to thelr refusaT to swear
Iht 1 russiau constitutional oath. Chosen bv neui'iv
ihe sunin majority they have ngaluTeseiited thei^
i i deiitlals and demanded admission while thev
ol !i .rea8° l'le oot'1 which, they conteud would nri>
ju.iice Uier.ghtsof their constituents as vouchsafed
n paragraph live or the Prague treaty The reporter

ofla ;'vo»,t,eP(),Ut'reauuUal8 wa< lllo »umo r",at
!i.. . i7? 1' )Ut u minority Insisted upon and gained
the point that the said two member* Hons.IK
and Ahlmanu, sliouiil not forfeit t heir seatH but im

"i"sUoaetah.°Qly Until U,ey clMa* to mem

bin"T ^'",'mltfee, charged with the conflscatlon
' ' of ex-ccorge's and the Palatine of Hesse's

emdftft' #mi.Pirc>pws?I< by t,le Kovcrnruent, a .liiTer-
rondu/f £pl"lou exlstH> 80!uo members considering a

unVr"r .ou ll(! an "ct of arbitrary power and id vio-
hitlon ol treaties made, and insisting thai a seaues-
tiatlou would better meet Hie merits of the case it

a mliibnfrhaiAra^ tllut n'° *overnmenttleinauds half
a mini in tha.eis annually out of tlie revenues of the
conuscatcd Hanoverian estates, for the purpose as
it is asserted, of forming a secret fund for siioiireas-
mguuelpti conspiracies and machinations 'l h'.s gave
nZnlfJV'ir>Cii0W' °ne or u'« con!mUcoe, u» op-
K J'K,1observing that this bind would most

curving , l
feeing Informers and for

ia ry ing on- the system of petty persecutions. An
amendment by another member to allow the govern¬

ment.fo,ooo tinners only, obtained evgntSijy the
majority and it remains to lie seen whether the

a*re® t0 lllls> wliich event all the revo-

f'mLmn treaani f.'.' P,r0pt'"V WOUld flow into tllO
'reasury, with the exception of the above-

thM .M0!! o0J'00u tha.eis. There will bo some, when
tht mailer comes before the plenum, who will vote
against at and every eonliscatlon measure? m order
to kave ihe whole responsibility of the attach mont-
Which has taken place with the ^ernfnmu®

1 ,object t0coniiscationon the ground

iSwli'B ,mM to ,,,c" ."*' »<>.

z$ s,°z
li? ,H are cla,n'irlug for a show of disarmament no

percent'on! w"a,Tr "".tary esmi,bshmen:3°H
ure vm t L or,w i'I1,' artme8t ever «" the increase,

y c onler 01 the day. Willie this is the rasii

defrav h?7 H:lVefl by Kranilug furloughs goes only to
iieiray the expenses ol sucu military purposes as
the government dare not ask for, and conseuuenUv

^unprovided for In the budgeUHerelu^ssiatle
Ave men1 t'T* tbc coulin*yearwUlagalnbeabont

ox7nnyi «i5°,no,llllz<?d since lsot by these more or less

wssssftsrs
known to6 thom11 .otllcr S"vernmenis, as. if

UJuru hera|lf,lll,0U'nt '^PrepareDon '"to" w"
it may here lie mentiouod that with the rennranivu'

5SVZ'SVT SIS,
termlnoil.in lxoo-io raisethe effectiveniZr at

work and'timnirt "'f'** mechanlca arc stl!J busy at
worn, and though, of course, it will renuire s,v«r.i

fSS"exee^er?heirnMkUbt Wi" quiotIy ttml

&TSS, WffinWffieft
less than 2d,oiw sailors. For the torpedo V*xt.."ri-

"ndertaken at Kiel two old guuboais of
100 jeet ;n lengih and twenty feet in width were i»h

vvitbC'lr!ifi'ilo"*, °ne <>r tUe torpedoes was churged
I . ,R.u"p0W(,cr onIy' "'c other with dualin. whlcl
is a preparation made from nltro-glvcenne inn

J^.'-n'-r. Ignited by electricity, '\.lit the guXats in
1 ftiMia,r,tH' ,^!owin^ the centre high iuto the air

?t .nier .ul^Hie nmimnder. The duailn bad a still

ati ins.
' severed the other guuboat to

fro n1 Enat Prussia desorlbe constdera-
b e distress as sub existing in those sections, the no-

nn 'ihoTr,^ ",g destroyed nearly the whole crop,
II \L.m i'rovdous poverty reniaiumg unmitigated
Speaking of potatoes reminds us of a generous' iloin-

boHii'r*iu?i l0, tuo"oor°' El^rneld aud two ntdgh.
ol -. ?i y,u KCUtlemaii in i/ussuldorf who was
fortu .me enough to obtain a part of the laSe nri2S
In t tn Pi us ian lottery. The charitable donor fS?
ills.'v,¦ \ ^of potatoea for dis.ribution in

1 ,.VJ^'cd,plagiarist, P'ivj Councillor \xturner, wlio
1 *d to have acted ior his muster. Dismnrck In

nliwh h1*»a P(,lltl,'al essay which iVad bouu corn

im .'.'.u 'l;)(Cs',i!r Ddhrmg, was seutenced in ilic
\ppe..l» ourt to pay all damages aud costs. Another

rrnli'v0"!. °'. """ ,of W'*:ii.irck's agents lias re-
ccntly or urred at Stuttgart. Tlie SUte Attorney

aiSnlr°Vs»tH(a "ut40" «f'"del on behalfof the Couiii
,

r' 1)n t'mries Merer, of
tiu Ao >rf(.,/e, and pressed for a month's imprison-
u it ami 200 florins tine, was uns ic.ccssful In ins

ullSS',S.° ' "2ss»f«ys
.I he oclilcieriuacher festival has tieen celebraie.l

'is""; ,0-' <*er1,,any v,lt" Kreut eiitiiueUsm. uud
has^ coumouted to unite u.i i.beL is in religious
opinions. At the groat din ier ...liich took iilace
ii-re tiie eminent professor v'on Iloitzendorfl^ -im¬
posed as a teas' "Toe health of our troSantte
brethren,' coupdng with li the name of Mr. Dan-
ii- t. v telegram was received from the crown
Prince and Princess, still lu Lmland. directed to
the mi :i irates of lierlln, expressive of tit ur iiiKh
ajiprob ition of tins festival.

K '

I be : iua proniis d book of Prince Haltn Salm
whi!!?., M,<uien n'r0* "r from my iii irv

«- r. J made us appearance, and if
Ml. h Inter

44 IS <<!'¦' " h' k Is of
su< h Inter ,.t that it will und. ubledly be translated
ali other language.. By thj bv, the dl "oii.atlc
UmiIImI'T6 beLween licrlln *nd the eltv ol Mexico

ion i ... . n!°? r"uewed, us It is in oon'cmpiauoa io
scu on. Dr. Kur von .schlozer, fornifcr.y attach to
lhe Legation at It.voie, as Ambassador.
..i.. ? 1T°o",ent ci th0 "ew ^outh African republic

' u" .u ."* >oung Prussian of the name or >i»r.
Pretorms. He invites emigrants to this

new I r-founded cclasy. especially miners, us tlie
mineral wealth is said to lie unbounded, lie also
request* the exequatur to appoint a consul, Dutch

n iC ,.iy Kpok'n in ct l°ny, but also some
English, i liysicians are much in demand.

ROME.

Fcrlinii of thr lialinn People Over ilir l.xc»
ration ol' Jloati and Tonnrtti.KcluMatina
thr Hlornrcby in iHcotinnd.Italian Honors
to ttio .llruory of Kossinl->Poor CoimoIii*
tlnn to Italian llrvolultoniats.

Rome, I)cc. l, 18W.
The Pope lug not won golden opinions from the

Italian public for sending Monti and Toguettl to the
ecaffol l. Tnc Prime Minister in Parliament and the
people in the Piazzas have alike pretested against
the inhumanity of Pontifical Judges in awarding
capital punishment to the authors of a political
offence, which is the construction put upon the
blowing up of the Scrrisforl barrack* by people in
Hair. No doubt Pto Nono's reputation for eiciuoncy
would have gained by bis granting the ilies of these
criminals, and hud they been scut to convict labor
for the rrat'of their days nobody would have thought
anything more about them. As tt Is, on the cou-

trary, the extreme party, winch is a tolerably numer¬

ous one in this peninsula, looVs upi u the Pontiff as

a sanguinary and vindictive tyrant, and regards the
two decapitated Masons as martyrs for the eauso of
liberty. This vh w of the caac was so entirely
adopted st I,cthorn lust Thursday that business was

suspended, shops closed and collections niado .n the
streets for the families of the two vh tins .a <1 mon-
s1 ration which was of cour-e anything bat compli-
UKtiUrv to the Pupal government.
Ho wever dec ided public . ph. Ion may bo In Rome

wlih respect isi the death of lontl, it seems to bo
gen'.aiy udmittod that i ,o law was very much
s'rallied l>y the condemnation of Togncttl lo the
same late, lie not liavm r cinaily part.cipa.ed in the
offenoo. Home learncu liirl.-consults ace iro ug to
write a pamplilot to d' mmstrato tun Ills sentence
was contrary 10 the splr.i, If not to tnc mere letter, of
Roman law. Count Ke li'osllan iinvtng Interceded in
vain fot the ci liuuu Is, h ooa egui ca»
A statement has be* u ninde in the OBturwhirt Jit>-
:iuin'f that Mo'.PI before dying Indicted a
litter to the Pope, in which lie .raced some

events of tls youtli, and attributed tae

cl max of ills errors and tu gfortuues to having
made the acquaintance oi some poilt cal sectarians
four years ago, when he te came a Freemason. This
ackniiwledgiiicut w ill tend to' eonilrtn his Holiness,
eh.mid any such conflrnicnon l>c neccraary, In Ids
rcprobtitlon of Hvema-onry, which your readers
in. v ncoilc i. he Noiemuly denounced iu hut cele-
bratcd Sjlhihus.

i lie !'<» tut hKi f ai' itimis considers sytnpa-
thi/o.s In tlio fa'c the wo crlmltut s as mots! ae-

cumpllcea wP then and wonders at the "dsteat-
siiio exce.'H r1 o< t ant .eiiubr a iu t ie Italian Par-
i lament.

i » 'inline i Is in hold u consistory ui Urn Vatican
I iuuivii c . .* lor (he uou^luaiiou of oumv^s. but no

new cardinal* are expected to be created uotll the
following consistory. The Archbishop of Westmin¬
ster, Monsignor Manning, is expected in Itome daiijr.
and it is said that Ins arrival will prove the signal
for tho despatch of the Papal bull reinstating a He-
man Catholic hierarchy in Scotland in the same
manner as was practised by Plus IX. towards Kug-
land In 1850. ihat measure p-oduccd much indig¬
nation at the time and Papal aggression" was all
the cry; but now the British government will proba¬bly make no opposition to a similar present from
Home to "canny .Scotland." At any rate the British
Ministry wlU not have tl.e same excuse as on the
first occasion.that of having been taken unawares,
as a warning voice has already reached their ofilcl&l
ears announcing Clo Nono's intention. It is curious
that Cardinal Antonellt pretends to know nothingabout the future Scotch bishops, and states that he
only occupies liimseir with political, but not religiousmatters. I urn informed that there are to be live
sees la .Scotland, of which the metropolitan will he
flxe?, Glasgow, where Ur. Errlngtou, formerlyCardinal Wiseman's coadjutor, will wield his archie-piscopal crosier.
baron TrautmansdorflT. the new Austrian Ambas¬

sador, arrived in Home on Wednesday.Fuad i'acha has recovered suiUcicntly to resume
his Journey to-day for Pisa.
Ou tho -c9th ult. General Dumont, commander ofthe Trench corps of occupation, embarked at Civile,Vecclua tor Frunce on leave of absence until Christ¬

mas. During his absence Ueueial Haoult
the command.
Home Is going to pay a tribute or respect to the

memory of Kosslnl us well as the other cities of
Iiuly. Some of the most distinguished maesirl of
this capital, among whom is the celebrated neuiiv
of the Pope's choir, Higuor Mustafa, are going to
compose a grand funeral muss in his honor, wldcb
will bo performed iu the ensuing bent.
The Osservaiore Romano ol last night alludes to a

second .initials," which it slates was lately pro-
nouueed apropos ol the Human question -by u high
oillcer of the Oucen of linglaud, and which, with the
first ./ama fa of the Minister Kouber, will oblige tho
Italian revolution to consume miserably within it¬
self." Tue Osswatare goes on to quote a narra¬
tion from the Memoriae Diplomatique of Adinlrul
Lord Paget's visit to Garibaldi at Caprera and
his reception or General Lombardiui on board
the flagship. His lordship is stated to have assured
tuc General, in the presence of Colonel de Sauget,
the British Consul, and other persons, "That the
British government was certainly not favorable to
Catholicism; but that even Protestant England,
which fore-ces and fears long wars and complica¬
tions In case of the revolution triumphing in ail
Italy, would never alto v the realization ot the pre¬
tensions of the revolution to abolisu the temporal
power and dispossess ihe l'ope even in Home. Thus
thejamais pronounced at Paris would find another
jamais at London, because tho government of tha
Italian revolution inspires no one with confidence,
not even in Loudou.''
The Oesorratore concludes that "Revolutionary

Italy and her government merit no confluence, in
bord Paget's opinion, because to-day they wish to
usurp the rest of the PontiUcal territory, to-morrow
they will demand the restitution of Nice ana Savoy,
then they will pretend to take Corsica from France,
and afterwards to deprive the British crown of
Malta."
A very interesting discovery has just been made

in the Piazza Nuvona, the site of the circus Agonalo,of the aneieut Homaus. A deep cutting for a drain
at the northern extremity or the piazza lias re¬
vealed the podium and seats of the ancient circus,
with the arched amOulacrum behind.

FRANCE.

The Kuipcror'fi Accident.The Ex-Quccu of
Spain at the Opera.The Mar.iuUo da
Luux's Musical Reception*.The I'rauco-
Aincrieau Telegraph Scheme.

PAltlS, Dec. 1, 1868. .

Tlic Kmperor met .with an accident on Sunday, the
29th ult., which might have had very 3erious conse¬
quences. He was driving in a low open phaeton with
the Comte de Montebello when one or the horseg
fell down dead, the other pulled up tn a contrary
direction and fortunately maintained the vehicle in
equilibrium. The Kmperor had stepped out belore
the Comte de Montebello and both stood in the middle
or the deserted road, for Napoleon had been the
driver hlnutelt, and they did not know whether they
should return to Compline or proceed to Pierrofonds,
further on. Whjle debating on this point a char-bl
bancs containing the Duke de Perslgny and Marquis
'1 ''' JilU'at oame UP- Ttley alighted and
walked about until their outrider had galloped off
ran

auother cal^ehe, and the Empress did not hear of
the accident until tea time.

att.unda'1C0 °r the ex-Queen of Spain at
the Itaiiens, wheu Mine. Patti appearou in "i.mda dl
.Iff'! wus quite a sensutloual event. She
ao.Clht'1iUn:Ilt',w'5 c,,rl0j"tT' After the thiid aot,
m "i \ . Waa. ,r"ttically applauded, she
looked up and bowed to Mie dethroned Quoen, who
qu etlv returned the courtesy, which caused raoro
applause; bu. tire Prince of UieAsturlas, childlike

1ut up,», ',un,,!l t0 C'»P. the ex-Queon
stopped him with a glance, and the boy looked dis¬
appointed. since then the Marauise de Caux nas

S .5^ her second tuts season. she
was plainly dressed in white tuusiru, with a black
scarf round her waist, and sung a romance of
^ 3* Agnesi, whose voice is most powerful in a

m, .^ve, a ,),0(;e frul" th« "Sicilian Vespers.'*
v-.i p'i , ,onl Wlis l're9L'ut. but would uot be pre-
> illicit Oil TO SIU&

r

The religious conferences for Advent have begun
at Notre Dame. They are delivered bv Fume?

I. J,IOie of Father Bauer at Saiui l.ouis dt
An in have also commenced, but, an a lady observed
on leaving the crowded church, "Very clever verv

cleverUMrmoiut,t»'Un(Mri,arf'llhern'tllv> arCB,ad> vei*
.¦ v r, ?; Mouseigneur Dut>«uioup's book.

l he Concile, at last came out on Moudav and lius
already gone through two editions. |r is translated
into every European langu age. But budnc^s'ls not
so turning as religion, as iwuaty-itveTtmkremctaJ

divided assembly, 'iiioy luauifested great mistrust
concerning the company and demanded the instant
wulidraw.il of the first deposit: but m Paris t « 'm»
^i.-'cisiliink b tor of tut undertaking und haTe

^oj'ike utiy pari in tli -j Lyon iiiiiulfogtui on
but Iue uruii- win lie looked into more closely ni
consequence of me specilied meeting.

'

roumania.

Hlocrnpiiirnl Sketehee of the Present Mew.
ben cf the Roume.t.ian Cabinet.

The Prince Ijcmetrius-Miika. Minister of Foreign
AlfaliS, son of iregoul-tiluka, llospodar of Wnlia-

c "ke *of frfn 'e14. i'uJ!' PT ,K'P" ,le8'imated to the
u.oice or i lince t ..ar.es lor tlic iTouiein * ni .

t ontii 'i, in which the two elements, libeiat ami con¬

servative. would i.e represented. i'o-wss'Cin «-
nrr«Ji^imrrat ftnd Jlu,8meot, and allying to the
prestige or u great name the advanced ideas of ikei^!^«S5iBjSSSSSrKa5
Si-WIKXKSS "** *SBft

M. < c'Bolnitrceano, Interior, la one of the most lllns-
mtl!" j V »L Ulll:':"a: a hljionnn and a man of
letters riom the age of tw enty, a distinguished iui»o
vau, and a great parliamentary spe.mer. he is Sf
..''ihhssistance In dlfllcult situations; he is

Saio.Hr .
m D°Pulor nian in Roumania. ill*

Berlin
C0U1,ueI*ccd In France, was completed at

oo,'rA.\0X8nl!cr f"0,fcsco- Finance, was formerly a nu-

¦^i.lu"f.i..'iB.uC of M,nes- at Paris. Ho recently
aLantin ni P<i?t of "K°ut r°r Roumania at e'on-

fjf.n.? p. '. whcrc- notwithstanding the strained
H ,r .» i!H .C n that coun,ry and the forte, he

tan's iulniiI'!.rere8C,Tln(I tn° flJrlnPatmc,, of the SuJ.

M.Boieresco,'Justice, a distinguished advocate, is

,Tf !l*,i10'Vn ^ lhe '","re wWchho took in the events
f *¦ his presence of miud ami pcrsua^lvo
language is atiriliuted the double election of the i'ltli
of January, which decided tho Union or the Princi¬
palities.
in^;no,.,a',opoHJ<v0a",mach1' nnd rnblio
Instruotlon, is the youngest member of the Oihinct*
by his talents ami his honorable cbaractcr-lie bus

rijmta.m'n c'I>oc,a"jr lu Moldavia, a considerable

oi^inelr'V?(,a ,^.mrl'..wnr' 18 on,x or the oldest
officers of i h Moblo-Vt ailaehlan army, lie ha*
a wuvs been distinguished for tits spirit oi ordoi aud
discipline.

ra.'.EIGN Nt'SCELLANZOUS ITEMS.
The Paris Chnrimrt, In order to convey a correct

idea of tho present state of affairs in .^paln, repro¬
duces aversion of Esop'j fable of the frogs praying
to Jupiter for a king.
Ti London merchants, confdderiogthat eommerco

is i- I miiilclentiy repre-"ente I in Parliament, have
d < lf.ee] In fill uro to u -every endeaver to obtalu
tli election of members of their commsnt; v.

Ttavcllcrs from ("Ivitn Vecc'.ila mention 'ii.i on i.ho
iln.v of tli execution ni Monti and Togni'ttl ut )i mi»
tli l reach troops were kept rm.ly lor action a tho
loriuer town and several lot oinotive.r were kept
under steam until all fears had subsided.
A 1 vices from St. Petersburg mention (lint an im¬

perial ukase, if is expected, will be issn d shorilv.
Jorblddlug all military and civil authorities from
i>. lug connected either dire My oi ludlrectly wltu
raiiw ay speculations or enterprises.
The Piw'iipttn of Tnrin. under the title of tho

maMtn " n-id thy left hand sh II not know wlmt my
right hand does," gives a caricature or the Pope
dressed til Zouave costume; in his right hand ho
ho.ds n pistol with which he has killed Monti and
'Iorient, while wlilt his left naud he is ril-trllmtie v

fvlnui and benedictions to a number rf brigands, id

a corner the figure of the Favio ir Is seen, del ichlng
liieiffrain the cross and covering lis eyes with its

hands to that it shall not ga; c on the deed.
The manufattare of textile fabrics has acquired an

extraordinarjtdevelopmeni In Europe, nnd the foi-
lowing glvesd lie exact mutual production of oa;h
(ountry:.KuAaud, t(kNi,0o0,000; France, fuuo.ooj,-
iiOO: Atistil4' |2l0,(.09,or0i Russia, ?vgw.n 1,0;K»;
Prujsin. ?looA-oo.noo; liny, t74.v»tK>.0,x>: Meigium,
|ei,ooo,iioo; fc- itasrland, fM.ooo.ooo md .suatu
fjo.ooo.ooo. iweilsn, Norway. HcnmaiK, lloihnd
an 1 Portugal pio lncs roiuointly aront the annual
valu -ot $2.1^.11110,000, Fiwncs in lucev tho animal
vit.iio of <> io.< w,oPo in silk it."' exports $68,joo,ooo.
whflj njf .ni only mannfm un ' for t lie value o(
i0i,oj2,ojv ui) I exports but 2T.OJ9.Ovo lu gold.


